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Try not to look at the transcript while doing these exercises! Always read the 
instructions and all the information in the tasks before listening. Listen as many 
times as you like.

Milestones

1 Before listening: answer these questions.
a Milestones are special events in your life. Write down some 

examples, one is done for you.

___________________________ ___________________________

___________________________ ___________________________

___________________________ ___________________________

b Do the task on the extra worksheet Life events from the ‘extras’ 
page. Add any milestones important to you which are not included.

2 Listen for general meaning: Jackie and Richard talk about some milestones 
for them. Look at the list on the extra worksheet and tick () the ones they 
talk about. There are four in total.

3 Listen for detail: listen again and choose the correct answer.
a Which number podcast this is?

499th 
500th

501st

b What made Richard’s first milestone so important?
He grew up in a small place
No-one else in his family had gone to university before
He was the first person to leave home

c What does Jackie not say about her first milestone?
She passed first time
She lived in a busy city
It wasn’t cheap

d How did she feel after passing?
Pleased because she now had more freedom 
Surprised because it was so difficult
Thankful that she finished without failing 

e What made Richard want to have his second milestone?
His went on interesting holidays with his parents
He read a lot of books as a boy
He watched loads of travel programmes
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getting married



So, what was an 
important event for you?

What about you? What was
a milestone event?
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f What kind of ticket did Richard buy from London to Hong Kong?

i ii     iii

g How long did Richard stay in Hong Kong for?    __________ years

h Since then he has done little travelling. True or false?

i Jackie first used a computer...
at home
at work
at university

j Richard says the first computers were
basic
difficult to use
the same as typewriters

k What was so special about the computer?
It had lots of different programmes
Only she could use it
It was connected to the Internet

4 After listening: now do the vocabulary worksheet.

5 After listening: speaking. Look back at your milestones on the extra 
worksheet. Choose 2 and make notes on why they are special events for 
you. Then ask and answer about these milestones with other English 
language learners.

Remember to show interest: 
Really? 
That’s interesting.
Wow, that’s certainly a milestone.
Yes, I can see that.
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Why was that 
so special?

For me...

What was so
special about... ?
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1 It’s very important to do these two tasks before listening to the podcast.

2 Richard: d, j   Jackie: e, k (buying a computer)

3 a 501st

b No-one else in his family had gone to university before
c She passed first time
d Pleased because she now had more freedom 
e He read a lot of books as a boy
f i
g 3 years
h False
i Jackie first used a computer at work
j Richard says the first computers were basic
k It was connected to the Internet

5 If you are learning alone then write to thepieteam@podcastsinenglish.com 
and tell us about your milestones; we’d love to read them.
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